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Dear Ms D'Amato, 

Thank you for your letter of 11 January 2016 addressed to President Juncker, who has 
asked me to reply to you also on behalf of Vice-President Katainen and Commissioners Arias 
Cañete and Vestager. 

I would like to reassure you that the Commission is in regularly contact with the Italian 
authorities to ensure they take concrete measures to improve the environment in this 
inhabited area affected by decades of industrial pollution. 

The Commission has also closely monitored the situation of the installation in the context of 
an on-going infringement procedure aimed at ensuring that the Italian authorities implement 
all conditions included in the plant's permit, as required by the Industrial Emissions Directive 
("IED"). The Commission insists that priority should be given to the implementation of the 
conditions relating to the most pollutant operations of the plant, thereby substantially 
reducing emissions into air, soil, groundwater and the sea. Also the waste and waste waters 
produced by ILVA must be properly managed. 

Furthermore, as you are probably aware, on 20 January 2016 the Commission opened an in-
depth investigation into the support which the Italian authorities are providing to the ILVA 
steel installation in Taranto. While this investigation is aimed at ensuring that the Italian 
authorities respect EU rules on State aid, it does not prevent Italy from supporting measures 
urgently needed to clean up and contain existing pollution at I LV A's site and the surrounding 
areas and to improve public health in the Taranto area. 

I would like to thank you for the additional information you submitted to the Commission 
which will be duly considered in this context. 

Yours sincerely 
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