
To the kind attention of:
 

Mr Karmenu Vella
 

Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries Commissioner
 

cab-karmenu-vella-contact@ec.europa.eu
European Commission

 
 
Bruxelles, 02/06/2016
 
 
Subject: Composting plant Prometeo 2000 in Grumo Appula (Italy)
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Vella,
 
 
 
I would like to draw your attention to the particular authorization process that involved the,
located in the municipality of Grumo Appula, Puglia (Italy).

The Company TERSAN PUGLIA & SUD ITALIA Spa. based in Modugno, with the request
of the 22.09.1997, prot. no.188, and in accordance with articles. 27 and 28 of Legislative
Decree no. 22/97, asked for the project approval and authorization to operate the plant for the
simultaneous production of organic fertilizer, for the processing of agricultural products into
compost and for horticultural activities under glass. This request was made according to the
project "Prometeo 2000 Agricoltura Domani", to be realized in the countryside of Grumo
Appula (Bari) - Contrada "Trullo dei Gendarmi" on site owned by the Company. The
TERSAN PUGLIA & SUD ITALIA SpA attached technical and administrative
documentation, accompanied by the opinion of favorable assessment regarding the project
proposal delivered by the President of Regional Council, by the resolution dated 4.12.1996,
prot. no.1647IFC.

In 2000, the EIA procedure issued in 2000 by the Province of Bari was subject to review and
the related process was never completed.

By decree dated 28.10.2004, the judge for preliminary investigation of the Court of Bari
ordered the precautionary seizure of the area where the plant was being built, as it would
have been made on a guaranteed clear land, in violation of urban and landscape planning and
without the necessary permits.

In 2014, the Court of Appeal of Bari ordered the restitution of the works and acquitted the
accused.

On 18.02.2016 the Company PROMETEO 2000 - ESTABLISHMENT OF GRUMO
APPULA, presented the coordinated procedures IEA (assessment and authorization) after the
project change (for the adaptation of the system, largely already built, to the environmental
regulations occurred since completion of construction) pursuant Article 10, paragraph 5-bis,
of Regional Law 17/2007, as amended by R.L. 14/2015. It also presented the request for



project change (for the adaptation of the system, largely already built, to the environmental
regulations occurred since completion of construction) pursuant Article 10, paragraph 5-bis,
of Regional Law 17/2007, as amended by R.L. 14/2015. It also presented the request for
obtaining the Integrated Environmental Authorization in accordance with art. 29-ter of
Legislative Decree. No. 152/2006 and subsequent amendments.

The Environmental Impact Assessment procedure seems to have been started without the
necessary involvement of all communities and institutions interested. During the course of
the Services Conference, a proper consultation of the stakeholders was not ensured, even if it
would be necessary in order to better assess the compatibility of the project with the
peculiarity of the territory and to take account of the observations made by "any interested
person", in violation of the provisions of paragraph 5 of Article. 24 of Legislative Decree no.
152/2006.

With reference to the Services Conference on 18.03.2016, that sought to obtain the
preliminary comments on the project, due to technical problems, the project has been made
actually available to stakeholders only on the same day of the Conferences. Therefore, they
had not an appropriate period to study it and to provide comments and opinions.

In the draft submitted by the Company, some important information and documents were
omitted, among which there is no indication of the amendment request, submitted by Note
n.10670 of 07/09/2015, at the request of the City of Grumo Appula, with reference to minutes
of 20/07/2015. The company also omits to quote the existing distance between the plant in
question and a complex of buildings belonging to an “active" deposit of explosives, which
would have led to a careful assessment of the location as well as a detailed risk assessment
connected with it.

The plant is located in a special protected area as well as a Site of Community Interest (SCI /
SPA IT9120007 "Murgia Alta"), already bordering on the Alta Murgia National Park, where
there is the river network connection of the Regional Ecological Network (100m). The plant,
furthermore, is located and realized in an area characterized by a vulnerable karst
underground aquifer.

The plant has as a disposal capacity to handle up to 115 thousand tons per year of Organic
Fraction of Urban Solid Waste. It is located in an already fragile territory, characterized by
the above-mentioned restrictions and by the presence in the nearby (800 m) of a quarry inert
and an active "temporary" storage of municipal solid waste, never reclaimed from 1996.

For these reasons, I kindly ask you to check whether the procedures for issuing authorizations
to the plant Prometeo 2000, located in the municipality of Grumo Appula, do comply with
the provisions of Directive 2014/52 / EU amending Directive 2011/92 / EU.
 
 
Thank you in advance for your kind replies.

Yours sincerely,
 

Rosa D'Amato MEP
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